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Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 December 2006 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnai matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Clainns 

4) ^ Claim(s) 3-6,8-11 and 17-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 4, 6, 8. 10, 11,17 and 19-21 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 3,5,9,18 and 22 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 7 and 9 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Jackson US 5,634,636 previously made of record. 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow, 

Election/Restrictions 

Newly submitted claims 17,19,20, and 21 directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 
Applicant elected Species III: Figures 10 to 12B, claims 1-3,5,7,9,and 12 filed on 
December 7, 2005 in response to the Restriction Requirement of November 7, 2005. 
Newly submitted claims 17,19,20, and 21 are directed to a nonelected species namely 
that of Species IV: Figure 13 which shows a grasping recessed portion corresponding to 
the size of the target object and fitted to clamp the object. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claim 17,19,20, and 21 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP§ 821.03. 

This application contains claims 4,6,8,10, and 11 drawn to an invention 
nonelected with traverse on December 7, 2005. A complete reply to the rejection must 
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include cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) 
See MPEP§ 821,01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. In particular the use of "and/or" is unclear and 

inconsistent claim language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 3,5,9,18,22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jackson US 5,634,636. Jackson discloses a contact portion (20) facing a manipulation 
target object; a pressure chamber (380); fluid control means (382) for controlling 
pressure in said pressure chamber; an opening at said contact portion, said opening 
communicating with said pressure chamber, wherein the target object is manipulated by 
causing said fluid control means to control inflow and outflow of a fluid through said 
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opening, and wherein the manipulator has a plurality of contact portions at opposite 
positions and said fluid control means executes at least one ejection of the fluid from the 
openings which oppose each other on both sides and are located on a side opposite to 
a direction in which the target object should be fed and drawing of the fluid from the 
opening which oppose each other on both sides and are located on the same side as 
the direction in which the target object should be fed; said fluid control means controls 
the attitude of the target object by generating a couple offerees by executing at least 
one of ejection and drawing of the fluid to a position shifted from the center of gravity of 
the target object; said fluid control means controls the fluid to make the fluid flowing 
through the opening on the same side as the direction in which the target object should 
be fed have a flow velocity different from that of the fluid flowing through the openings 
on side opposite to the direction in which the target object should be fed (see figure 3, 
and detailed description in columns 2,3,5, and 6; specifically independently controlled 
air jets 26; high and low pressure air plenums 170). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther 0. Okezie whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
8108. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene 0. Cra\A^ord can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 , The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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